Multimodality imaging of Hodgkin disease and non-Hodgkin lymphomas in children.
Lymphomas account for 10%-15% of all childhood cancers and include a number of different pathologic subtypes, which arise from the constituent cells of the immune system or from their precursors. All organ systems may be involved at some stage of the disease, including the central nervous system, head and neck, thorax, abdomen, gonads, and bone. However, at onset, nodal and splenic involvement are more common in Hodgkin disease, whereas extranodal involvement is more frequent in non-Hodgkin lymphomas. Diagnostic imaging modalities have a fundamental role in the staging of lymphomas and, owing to major advances during the past two decades, make surgical staging unnecessary in most cases. Conventional, sonographic, and cross-sectional imaging techniques are excellent tools for evaluating the extent and sites of disease in childhood lymphomas. Familiarity with the spectrum of imaging findings in lymphomas is essential for radiologists to enable them to provide guidance for the treating physicians.